
 
 
Daniela Abbott, Pare Corporation 

Daniela applies her extensive experience as a naval 
architect and marine engineer to oversee a variety of 
projects related to infrastructure, economic development, 
climate resilience, and environmental stewardship across 
Southern New England. Before joining the Waterfront and 
Marine Group at Pare Corporation as a Senior Project 
Engineer in 2019, Daniela spent 14 years as a member of 
some of the region’s most notable naval architecture firms. 
Her unique technical background and insight has allowed 
her to help marine industry businesses of all kinds better 
prepare their facilities for a future of environmental 
uncertainty. A graduate of the University of Southampton, 
Daniela currently serves as a member of the Town Council 
in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. 

 
Kathleen Burns, CMTA 

Kathleen serves as the Executive Director of the 
Connecticut Marine Trades Association (CMTA). Before 
accepting the position in 2014, Kathleen held the title of 
General Manager at Noank Shipyard, Inc. Her extensive 
experience at all levels of the industry have allowed her to 
successfully grow CMTA membership, improve the 
footprint of the Hartford Boat Show and provide a variety 
of workforce development and education resources for 
employers. Kathleen’s role as an advocate on a number 
of different regulatory issues has made her a leading 
voice for the marine industry at both a regional and 
national level. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kellie Crete, Gowrie Group 

 
Kellie manages the Safety and Loss Prevention division at  
Gowrie Group, a New England based independent insurance 
agency. For more than twenty-three years, Kellie has worked closely 
on issues related to environmental, health and safety in a wide 
variety of professional settings. She regularly conducts classes and 
training sessions for marine industry members around the country. A 
graduate of the University of Massachusetts, Kellie focuses on 
helping her clients decrease their liabilities and exposures to fines, 
lawsuits, negative press, and employee complaints. Kellie’s 
experience has led her to conclude that employee education, 
ongoing training, written programs, and management “buy in” are 
the primary ingredients for environmentally friendly facilities, healthy 
workplaces, and safe employees. 
 
 

Tom Davis, North Sails 
 
Speaker Bio Coming Soon 
 
 
Chris Edmonston, BoatU.S. Foundation 

The President of the BoatU.S. Foundation, 
Chris oversees programming that help to 
promote safe, clean and responsible boating. 
His role over the last nineteen years at 
BoatU.S. reflect a career dedicated to getting 
boaters on the water. With more than thirty 
years of collective experience in the marine 
industry, Chris leverages a variety of 
partnerships that provide outreach resources 
directly to boating populations and relevant 
authorities around the country. In 2019, Chris 
was named as the chairman of the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service “Sportfishing and Boating 
Partnership Council.” 
 



 
 
 
 
Adam Fortier-Brown, MRAA 

As government relations manager, Adam is responsible 
for representing the legislative and regulatory interests 
of the MRAA and its members, ensuring the 
Association’s voice is present wherever issues 
concerning boating and marine retailers are discussed. 
He is based out of the offices of the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association in Washington, D.C., where 
he works directly with the NMMA team in representing 
the marine industry and its significance in the overall 
economy. Adam leads MRAA’s efforts in all areas of 
advocacy, including BoatPAC, the joint MRAA-NMMA 
Political Action Committee. He graduated from the 
University of Maine magna cum laude, with a Bachelor’s 
degree in economics and political science. He has 
previously worked in the office of Senator Susan Collins,  

 
Jay Frechette, Starkweather & Shepley  

Jay specializes in assisting marine industry businesses transfer 
and manage risk. As an Account Executive and Certified 
Insurance Broker for Starkweather and Sheply, he works with 
boat builders, boat dealers, service providers, marinas, yacht 
clubs, marine contractors, and other Marine related organizations 
to assist them with their risk management and risk transfer 
strategies. Jay works as a key member of the Marine Risk 
Solutions Group and contributes to the careful design insurance 
programs tailored to protect and have a positive impact on each 
company’s bottom line. He is an active member of the Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts Marine Trades Associations. 
Currently, Jay serves as a RIMTA Board Member and the 
Chairman of the RIMTA Future Young Professionals Group. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Bridgid Murphy, North Sails 
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Shaun O’Rourke, Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank 
 
As director of Stormwater and Resiliency for the Rhode Island 
Infrastructure Bank, Shaun oversees efforts to accelerate 
investments in stormwater management and resilient infrastructure 
across the Ocean State. In 2017, Governor Gina Raimondo 
appointed him as the Chief Resiliency Officer for the state, 
responsible for implementing the “Resilient Rhody'' strategy. 
Shaun’s previous experience includes time as the National Green 
Infrastructure Director at the Trust for Public Land (TPL), a national 
environmental nonprofit organization that facilitates and funds the 
creation of parks and protected lands. He is a graduate of the 
University of Vermont and the SUNY College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay Tuned for Speaker Program Updates! 


