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Let’s get to know each other...

Name
Company
Job Title
If you could redesign anything, what would it be?



“The world will not evolve past its current state of crisis by using 
the same thinking that created the situation.”

― Albert Einstein 



What is sustainable design? 



Some topics we’ll talk about today:

+ Cradle to Cradle Approach

+ Material selection 

+ Messaging, Information & Policy 



Cradle to Cradle





“We see a world of abundance, not limits. In the midst of a great 
deal of talk about reducing the human ecological footprint, we 
offer a different vision. What if humans designed products and 
system that celebrate an abundance of human creativity, culture, 
and productivity? That are so intelligent and safe, our species 
leaves an ecological footprint to delight in, not lament?” 

― Michael Braungart, Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things





Case Study: Steelcase Think Chair





5 Steps toward eco effectiveness 

1. Get free-of known culprits. 

Reduce any obviously harmful materials 
from your product or process.



5 Steps toward eco effectiveness 

1. Get free-of known culprits. 

2. Follow Informed Personal Preferences

Use materials and techniques that you 
have information and visibility about. 
Prefer ecological intelligence, respect, 
delight, celebration, and fun.



5 Steps toward eco effectiveness 

1. Get free-of known culprits. 

2. Follow Informed Personal Preferences

3. Create a Passive Positive List 

Analyze the materials or “ingredients” 
used. Make plans to phase out or 
prioritize.



5 Steps toward eco effectiveness 

1. Get free-of known culprits. 

2. Follow Informed Personal Preferences

3. Create a Passive Positive List 

4. Activate the Positive 

Begin to design with eco-effective 
principles in mind, using positive or 
passive materials. 



5 Steps toward eco effectiveness 

1. Get free-of known culprits. 

2. Follow Informed Personal Preferences

3. Create a Passive Positive List 

4. Activate the Positive 

5. Reinvent 

Push the design to include an entire 
ecosystem. Instead of “redesign the 
car”  think “redesign a  new transportation 
infrastructure”



Materials





“Instead of presenting an inspiring and exciting vision of change, 
conventional environmental approaches focus on what not to do. 
What about an entirely different model? What would it mean to be 
100 percent good? 

― McDonough, Braungart Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things



Case Study: Accoya Wood



Case Study: Ecovative Mushroom Materials



The “X” list

The most problematic substances. 
Any that are harmful in direct or 
obvious ways.

>>Make these highest priority for 
phase out. 

The Gray list 

Problematic substances that are not 
quite so urgently in need of phase out. 
Products that are essential, but that don’t 
yet have a better substitute. 

>>Consider models where these might 
become technical nutrients retained or 
recycled by the manufacturer.

The “P” list

Positive or preferred substances 
that are actively defined as healthy 
and safe.

>> Activate these moving forward. 

Passive Positive List







Information, Messaging & Policy

Selections from Tellart’s portfolio





Helping people see their 
environmental impact











Material Choices







Inspiring Audiences 







Imagine Preferable 
Futures











Consider 

● Where in your business do you generate the most 
waste? How might we make that visible or easier to 
understand? How might you transform this into an 
opportunity to recycle / reuse?

● What materials are you using? What might be a more 
environmentally friendly alternative?

● How might we create policies, standards, or initiatives 
to create a culture that’s willing to prioritize sustainable 
measures? 



Want to know more? We’re in Providence!
- Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things, 

McDonough & Braungart, 2002

- https://www.c2ccertified.org/

- Steelcase

- Accoya Wood

- Green Building Alliance Red List 

- The triple layered business model canvas: A tool to 
design more sustainable business models

- Tellart.com 

nick@tellart.com
laila@tellart.com 



RIMTA 
Workshop 
Part II



User Experience Design
-

Sustainable 
Design Workshop

Laila Aukee
& Nick Scappaticci



SUSTAINABLE DESIGN 
WORKSHOP Part II
Nick Scappaticci
Laila Aukee

TELLART
www.tellart.com

Copyright © 2018 Tellart llc., and its Clients 



Making the invisible visible,
the intangible tangible.



Interactive experiences of rare and 
extreme quality, that seamlessly 
bridge the physical and virtual at 
various scales



AMSTERDAM
PROVIDENCE

SAN FRANCISCO

CET (GMT + 1h)

EST (GMT - 5h)

EST (GMT - 5h)

PST (GMT - 8h)

NEW YORK





Let’s get to know each other...

Name
Company
Job Title
If you could redesign anything, what would it be?



“The world will not evolve past its current state of crisis by using 
the same thinking that created the situation.”

― Albert Einstein 



Cradle to Cradle











Helping people see their 
environmental impact











Material Choices







Inspiring Audiences 







Imagine Preferable 
Futures









ACTIVITIES 





News Headline: 

Today Organization 1 and Organization 2 partnered to 
announce Initiative Name to help deal with problem. 
Initiative Name works by solution. It will help positive, but 
experts are concerned criticism. The service will be launched 
in date and location.  



Share Out



Want to know more? We’re in Providence!
- Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make 

Things, McDonough & Braungart, 2002

- https://www.c2ccertified.org/

- Steelcase

- Accoya Wood

- Green Building Alliance Red List 

- The triple layered business model canvas: A tool to 
design more sustainable business models

- Tellart.com 
nick@tellart.com
laila@tellart.com 




